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September 15 through October 15 is Hispanic Heritage month in United
States. It is celebrated in schools across the country. The observation
started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30day period starting on September 15 and ending on October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 1988, on the approval of Public Law 100-402.
The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their
independence days on September 16 and September 18, respectively. Also,
Columbus Day or Día de la Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30
day period. (http://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about/)
NDHS is planning to celebrate by sharing of students' Hispanic Heritage,
so please let us know if you have any artifacts that you would like to display, bring them in. Please see Mrs. Ullmann for more information. The
International club is also providing our students with
words of the day - in espanol! Hasta pronto."

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL: CALLING ON ALL 11TH AND 12TH GRADE PARENTS AND STUDENTS!
The School Advisory Council (SAC) is a wonderful avenue for you to become involved in your student’s academic life. The October SAC meeting
will be to help parents prepare their student for their senior year at NDHS
and for college.
This special SAC meeting will be held Tuesday October 1, 2013 at 6:00 pm.
If you would like more information on the SAC, please call 407-870-9949
or visit our web page.
Charter School Parent Liaison for New Dimensions High school is:
Ryan Adams #407-870-4600

PARENT NIGHT—MEET YOUR TEACHERS!
Meet and greet your teachers at Parent Night, October 3rd from 6:00—8:00PM.

Reading is the most important skill
you can teach a child. Of all the
skills kids learn, it is the one you can
influence the most.
We invite you to visit our Scholastic
Book Fair and experience a celebration of reading that provides families the opportunity to get involved
in a universal mission: encouraging
children to read every day so they
can lead better lives.
Our Book Fair is part of a reading
event that brings to school a wonderful selection of fun, engaging,
and affordable books young adults
want to read.
Book Fair Dates:
September 30 – October 4, 2013
Special Events:
October 3 – Parent’s Night
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ACT Tutoring

LUNCH-TIME TUTORING FOR FCAT RETAKES
Lunchtime remediation will begin next
week at New Dimensions High School.
Since students must pass these highstakes exams in order to graduate, we
encourage re-take students to take
advantage of every opportunity to
practice, practice, practice. Students
who require remediation will receive a
Lunch Pass to go to the front of the
lunch line. Then they may head directly to their designated locations for
tutoring.
Mr. Barrett is providing remediation
for those students who are re-taking
the Algebra EOC. He will be available
September 16-23 in room 206 during
lunch. The Algebra EOC retake is
on September 24th.

who are re-taking the FCAT Reading.
She will be available from September
19 - October 4 in the auditorium during lunch. The FCAT Reading re-take
is October 7-8.
Students needing to pass both the Algebra EOC and the FCAT Reading retakes should join Mr. Barrett through
the next week and then join Ms. Torrence's lunch on September 25.
Every student can be successful. Everyone is a lifelong learner. Every student can exceed expectations. Every
student is capable of obtaining and
applying knowledge. Earning your
high school diploma brings you that
much closer to fulfilling your lifelong
dreams.

Ms. Torrence is providing remediation
for those 11th and 12th grade students

“Every student can exceed expectations” Ms. Torrence

BOOK FAIR DATES
September 30—October 4,
2013
Shopping Hours: 8:30 am –
4:00pm
If you’re all booked up during Book Fair week be sure
to visit the Book Fair online
at:
http://
bookfairs.scholastic.com/
homepage/ndhs.
Our Online Fair is available
for an extended time from
September 25 to October 15,
2013.
We look forward to having
you participate in
our Fair,
and remember,
all purchases
benefit our
2
school.

NEW DIMENSIONS WELCOMES OUR NEW
TEACHERS
Miss Kozar, our new PE /Health Teacher, was born in Neptune New Jersey and grew up in Freehold New
Jersey. She went to Colts Neck High School where she played soccer, basketball, and softball. After graduating in 2005 Miss Kozar went to East Stroudsburg University in Pennsylvania majoring in Sports Management. Later she transferred to Montclair State University in New Jersey and graduated with a teaching degree
in Health and Physical Education. Since she was unable to find a teaching job right out of college, Miss
Kozar worked as a pre-school teacher for KinderCare Learning Centers. In April of 2013, she moved to Florida to begin her teaching career. Miss Kozar is very excited to begin her teaching career here at New Dimensions High School! She also looks forward to coaching the girls’ basketball team.
Mr. Decker, received his B.S. and M.M. degrees in Music Education from West Chester University of
Pennsylvania. His career started in Pennsauken, NJ as an elementary band teacher. He then moved to Lancaster, Pennsylvania and taught for ten years in the Conestoga Valley School District. His duties throughout
the years included band, strings, women’s chorus, and various electives. In his last two years of teaching in
Pennsylvania Mr. Decker also directed the Millersville University Marching Band as an adjunct professor.
Mr. Decker is teaching music theatre, band, and choir. He is also the sponsor of the Chamber Choir and the
freshmen class.
Mr. Koehler, our new Athletic Director and PLATO Lab instructor, was born and grew up in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. He attended the School District of Lancaster for elementary and middle school. For high school
he went on to Lancaster Catholic High School. He participated in football, basketball, and baseball and as a
team was part of a section, league, and state championship. Mr. Koehler graduated in 2005. For college he
attended Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in health
and physical education in December of 2009. From there he received a long term substitute position in health
and physical education in the School District of Lancaster. The following year he moved to Winston Salem,
North Carolina for a middle school physical education and athletic director position. In 2011 he decided to
take a new position in Madison, Connecticut as a health and physical education position and dorm staff. Mr.
Koehler has experience coaching football, basketball, and softball from the intermediate level to the varsity
level.
Mr. Koehler is very excited in starting his new career at New Dimensions High School. He is looking forward
to coaching the varsity and junior varsity volleyball teams, junior varsity basketball team, and helping out
with track and field. Originally from Pennsylvania he is a big Philadelphia Eagles, Phillies, and Sixer’s fan!

From Left to Right: Ms. Baker, Miss Kozar, Ms. Kelly, Ms. Torrence

Mr. Koehler

“Celebrating Success, Creating Pride”
NEW TEACHERS WELCOMED … CONTINUED
Ms. Kelly, Born in Florida, grew up in Indialantic, attending schools in Brevard County. Her
first college credits were earned at age 17 from Valencia Community College. Ms. Kelly earned
her Master of Science degree from the University of Arkansas in Little Rock with a degree in
Applied Science. Her academic background is strong Molecular Cellular Biology and Biotechnology, with undergraduate and graduate studies primarily in research where she studied
biochemistry within the nucleus of immortal mammalian cells. Ms. Kelly’s hobbies include
fresh water aquariums and enjoying the fresh air and sunshine that Florida represents.
“I am blessed to be teaching here at New Dimensions High School. The students are definitely
some of the brightest students I have ever worked with. Among the population here there is a
clear consensus of achievement in higher learning; there is not a question of ‘if’ you are going
to college but rather ‘where’ you will go to college. “
Ms. Torrence, our new Language arts teacher was born and raised in Miami, Florida. She
attended the University of Rochester (NY) where she earned her BA in English Literature, as well as
Religion and Classics. She went on to work in many different areas, including law enforcement, animal
welfare, and journalism. Ms. Torrence began teaching in 2005, but took time off to pursue other passions. This is now her fourth year of teaching, and her first year at New Dimensions High School. She is
the National Honors Society sponsor and assists with Tiger Tutoring. She looks forward to bringing her
passion and subject matter expertise to the New Dimensions
students.

Mr. Decker

Ms. Baker is new to the realm of high school, but previously taught English and creative writing at college
level. She believes it is extremely important to teach students how to think independently, creatively, and critically. Her experience with teaching adults and college students may be why she has such high expectations of her
students—but it is also because she believes her students are capable of meeting those expectations.
Ms. Baker had the rare luck to be inspired by several amazing instructors and mentors throughout her years, and
this is much of why she strives to inspire and motivate others to learn and grow as not only readers and writers,
but as active learners. She believes she learns as much—if not more—from her students than they could ever learn
from her… and this is why she has decided that teaching is the best challenge ever.
New Dimensions High School welcomes our new teachers! We look forward to a great
terrific year!
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ARE YOU READY FOR THE ACT?
NDHS BELIEVES
New Dimensions High
School Beliefs:


Every student can be
successful



Everyone is a lifelong
learner



Every student can
exceed expectations



Every student is capable of obtaining
and applying knowledge



Everyone is capable
of fulfilling his or her
life-long dreams

Mrs. Hirschauer is offering a
preparatory class for the math
section of the ACT. We will be
taking practice tests as well as
going over test taking strategies. All supplies will be provided. These classes are offered in sessions of approximately seven weeks. The
next session begins November
4th. For more information
please see Mrs. Hirschauer in
room 205.

Check out the Question of the Day at
http://www.act.org/qotd/ !

PLEASE HELP US CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVE
Please visit our website at www.newdimensionhs.com and complete the
parent survey. Click on the link to the survey from the home page. We greatly
appreciate your support. Together we can make NDHS the best school in the
District!!

NDHS ALGEBRA 1 STUDENTS SCORE #1 IN DISTRICT
During this summer's End-of-Course Algebra 1 Exam, our NDHS students had the highest percentage pass rate in the district! Congratulations to our hard working students and their Algebra 1 teacher, Mr.
Barrett. Students must pass this exam to graduate. The NDHS students consistently outperform other schools in our area by a 2:1 passing ratio.

GO LADY TIGERS—VOLLEYBALL
Varsity and junior varsity volleyball has started for the 2013 season. New Dimensions High School girls’ varsity volleyball begins against Santa Fe Catholic High
School at NDHS on September 10, 2013 beginning at 6:30. NDHS volleyball is looking forward to getting started with returning some key players. Alia Yearwood, Arden Lambert, and Heather Desensi look to lead the attack with the support of
Elizabeth Pierre-Pierre and Josephina Vega. The Junior varsity volleyball team is
starting its first season at NDHS. We are continuing to work on certain skills and
begin the JV season on September 16, 2013 at NDHS starting at 5:00pm. Come out
and support the NDHS Tigers!
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VOLUNTEERS HELP NDHS TO A GREAT START
This school year is off to a great start – especially with the help of two of our
most dedicated volunteers – Mrs. Sosa and Mrs. Thesin! They have worked
tirelessly inventorying school supplies, helping students with purchasing
their school PE uniforms, helping prepare the student packets, and organizing all the information. They also helped students to make sure that Picture
Day went as efficiently as possible. We are very grateful for all of their help.
We would also like to recognize and thank a long-time volunteer, Mr. Don
Robert. Mr. Robert has been a volunteer at New Dimensions for over four
years. He has donated many hours to help organize the NDHS golf tournament, building book shelves for the media center, and his latest project building a much-needed storage closet in Building Two.
New Dimensions High School welcomes volunteers of all ages. Teaching experience or professional experience is not required. A volunteer’s most important qualification is a genuine interest in helping students succeed.
There are many ways to get involved with your school. To get started:


Volunteer opportunities vary from school to school. Please contact the
Ms. Plaza to learn how you can help students or teachers in the classroom or school.



All volunteers are required to complete a volunteer screening through
OASIS online at https://volunteer.osceola.k12.fl.us/.

“New Dimensions welcomes volunteers of all ages!”
NDHS STUDENTS TRAVEL TO EUROPE
Last summer Mrs. Ullmann with several students went to
Europe for an exciting 10 day trip. They visited London, Paris,
Florence and Rome. It was a blast!
This summer’s destination is - Costa Rica! Parents and students interested in going to Costa Rica this summer , please
contact Mrs. Ullmann

TIGER TUTORING—JOIN US!
Tiger Tutoring has started again at New Dimensions High School. Following our belief
that learning is participatory, students have committed their time to assist other
students in their academic pursuits. The collaboration between Mrs. Ullmann, Ms. Arguelles, Mrs. Raymond, and Ms. Torrence, not to mention many students who give their
time and knowledge to others, this continued endeavor will result in learning and success.
Tiger Tutoring is every Thursday in the cafeteria from 4-5pm. Walk-ins are welcome. Students will be helped on a first-come, first-served basis. Students should bring all
necessary materials to assist them.
Students wishing to sign up as tutors may contact any of the above sponsors and will receive volunteer hours for their work. Students who need help with assignments, projects,
or tests shouldn’t hesitate to take advantage of this opportunity.
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OUT-OF-FIELD TEACHER REPORT
NEW DIMENSIONS
HIGH SCHOOL
The mission of New Dimensions High School is that
learning is participatory,
involving hope, curiosity,
and commitment so that
action becomes a legitimate
result of learning.

To be " highly qualified," teachers in core academic subjects must be fully certificated
by the state, hold a bachelor's or higher degree from an accredited or approved institution, and demonstrate subject matter competency for each core academic subject
assigned.
Teachers must major and take subject content courses as required by the Florida
Department of Education and have a passing score on Florida subject area examinations, or hold advanced certificates. Teachers of multiple subjects must be "highly
qualified" in each of their core subject teaching areas.
New Dimensions High School is proud to inform you that most its teachers are
Highly Qualified. In order to be considered highly qualified, Mrs. Leach, our reading
teacher, is currently working on her Florida ESOL endorsement. Mrs. Torrence, our
Language Arts teacher, is working on her ESOL endorsement as well as her Gifted
endorsement. Miss Kozar, our PE and Health
teacher, is working on her Health certification.

YEARBOOK SALES!
Do not forget those high school memories. Last year's
yearbooks are currently on sale for only $15. There is a
limited supply so get them soon!
And, don't forget to plan for this year. This year's presale price through December is only $35. There are
forms available through Mrs. Hirschauer in room 205
and they will soon be available to purchase online. Keep
looking on the NDHS website for more information
or contact Mrs. Hirschauer.

Welcome!
New Dimensions
High School
4900 Old Pleasant Hill Road
Kissimmee, FL 34759

Phone: 407-870-9949
Fax: 407-870-8976
Web Site:
www.NewDimensionsHS.com

STUDENTS EXCITED! NEW COURSE OFFERING
FORENSIC SCIENCE
Forensic science is the application of science that can be applied as inquiry. In criminal
cases, forensic science is used to examine physical evidence that can be used to establish connections between suspects, events and circumstances. The application of the
scientific method is central to this course – observation, collection and classification of
data, examining relationships, forming and testing hypotheses and making conclusions based on evidence. The diverse characteristics of a crime scene provide that forensic science is a combination of all branches of science.
Students will use scientific techniques and technology in order to solve forensic investigations. Research, case studies and career exploration are also components of this
course. The ultimate goal is to provide
the students with an overall view of this
field of science which has been subject to
increased interest and popularity in re-

Students examine ‘Evidence’

