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NDHS DESIGNATED A HIGH PERFORMING
SCHOOL BY FLORIDA DOE!
Dr. Cafiero and Dr. Grimm recently submitted a request to the Department of Education for New
Dimensions High School seeking the designation as a High Performance School. On September 19,
2016, Pam Stewart, the Commissioner of Education sent New Dimensions High School a letter notifying us that NDHS has met the criteria for a high-performing charter school status pursuant to section
1002.331, Florida Statutes. In order to qualify for this status, the school must receive at least two
school grades of “A” and pursuant to s. 1008.34 during each of the previous 3 school years. In addition, the school must receive an unqualified opinion on each annual financial audit required under s.
218.39 in the most recent 3 fiscal years for which the audits are available. The commissioner will annually determine whether a high-performing charter school status will continue to meet the criteria.
New Dimensions High School strives for excellence and will continue to work hard at maintaining a
“A” status and ensure that students are receiving the best college and career education foundation.



Visit Students’ Teachers



Visit Scholastic Book Fair



SIP Review in Auditorium



Balfour Rep for Sr. Rings &
Graduation Cap & Gown
4:00-6:00PM



Report Cards

Thank you for your support!

NDHS MENTORING PROGRAM
New Dimensions High School is initiating its new
Mentoring Program this year with the help of Mr.
Keith Lathem, Mrs. Wendy Farrell, Mrs. Amanda
Geltz, Miss Dubin, Mrs. Rada Sosa, Dr. Grimm and
Dr. Cafiero. This year the team decided to offer the
opportunity to 9th and 11th graders. The goal is to
eventually have all students, who want a mentor
placed with a mentor. The goals of the new initiative
are:
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Book Fair



October & November SAC meeting



Parent Survey Needed



New Teachers



Student wins 1st Place in poster
design

NEW DIMENSIONS WELCOMES OUR NEW
TEACHERS
Mr. Brandon Armstrong has been a teacher of High School Mathemat-

ics for twelve years. Mr. Armstrong was born and raised in Kansas City,
Missouri. He graduated from Oak Park High School in Kansas City as a
valedictorian. After high school, he went on to earn his undergraduate
from UCF transferring after his first semester to Northwest Missouri
State University in Maryville finishing out his degree in Secondary Education Mathematics. Seven years later, Mr. Armstrong would continue his
education at University of Missouri, Kansas City earning a Masters in
Mathematics. In less than four years after the UMKC masters degree, Mr.
Armstrong went on to earn one more Masters degree in Education, Leadership, and Emerging Technologies from Rocky Mountain College of Art
& Design in Colorado. Mr. Armstrong has taught at 4 school districts
during his residence in Missouri: Raytown High School, Park Hill High
School, Truman High School, and Liberty North High School. During
many of those years, he would help out students and the school any way
he could from coaching cheerleading, build staff teams to play games
against students, participation on tasks forces, and assistant theater director. Finally, being here at New Dimensions High School and in a new
State, Brandon has set out to become “one of the greats” here in Florida.
He looks forward to working with the kids and school making NDHS the
BEST in Florida.

Mr. Chris Holloway comes to New Dimensions High School from

Book Fair Dates:
September 26-October 3

Reading is the most important skill
you can teach a child. Of all the
skills children learn, it is the one
you can influence the most.
We invite you to visit our Scholastic
Book Fair and experience a celebration of reading that provides families the opportunity to get involved
in a universal mission: encouraging
children to read every day so they
can lead better lives.
Our Scholastic Book Fair is part of a
reading event that brings to school a
wonderful selection of fun, engaging, and affordable books kids want
to read. Giving children access to
great books and the opportunity to
choose their own books will motivate them to read more. And like
most acquired skills, the more children practice reading, the better
they’ll get.
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Northwest Georgia. There he was the Director of Bands at The Darlington School from 2007-2016. Mr. Holloway attended the University of
West Georgia, where he received both his Bachelors of Music Education
and Masters of Music Education. There he studied Jazz with Dr. Daniel
Bakos and studied conducting with Dr. John Bluel and Dr. Doug
Overmier.
Mr. Holloway is an active bassist and guitarist, and has performed with
various orchestras, jazz ensembles, and in his own musical groups.
Mr. Walter de Oliveira Mr. de Oliveira was born and raised in Sao Paulo,

Brazil. He attended Abilene Christian University in Texas where he
earned his B.S. in Psychology. While attending the university, he opened
a soccer school and coached minor league soccer.

While in Miami, Mr. de Oliveira attended Florida International University and earned his M.S. in English/Education. He began his teaching career at Miami Dade Community College as a student teacher. Upon graduating in 2001, he moved to Palm Beach County where he taught English
at Lake Worth HS and at Palm Beach State College.
Before moving to the Orlando/Kissimmee area, Mr. de Oliveira spent
three years in Serra Negra (a mountain town in Sao Paulo state – Brazil)
teaching English to bank managers, company owners, and entrepreneurs
who appreciate the English language. Actually, he still teaches a group of
such students via skype.

STUDENT NICOLAS LOWE PLACES FIRST
NDHS BELIEVES
New Dimensions High
School Beliefs:


Every student can be
successful



Everyone is a lifelong
learner



Every student can exceed expectations



Every student is capable
of obtaining and applying knowledge



Everyone is capable of
fulfilling his or her lifelong dreams

BOOK FAIR DATES
Book Fair Dates: September 26—
October 3, 2016
Shopping Hours: 8:30 am –
4:00pm

If you’re all booked up during
Book Fair week (or just want to
keep shopping), be sure to visit the
Book Fair online at
www.scholastic.com/fair. The
online Book Fair is available for an
extended time from September 26
– October 3, 2016.
Find an expanded selection of
books for the whole family—
preschool to adults.
Share your Book Fair with family
and friends by sending wish lists
or eCards
All orders ship to school for FREE
and each purchase benefits our
school
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Nicholas Lowe is currently in Ms. Inwood’s Digital Design class this semester and is
looking to be an intern for Digital Design next semester. This class allows the students
to be able to take a certification test once they learn more about how Photoshop works
and how to manipulate and create images to their liking. Digital Design is a great opportunity as it creates a start for anyone who is looking to have outlets for designing in
general. As media is expanding, so are job opportunities, and this course is preparing
the students for that.
As Nicholas explains, our class was instructed to use certain guidelines when
creating this project. We only had
two quotes to choose from: “Don’t
forget to be awesome” or “It’s cool
to be kind” so I chose the one that
spoke most to me. We could only
use three images and stay central
with what our quote really meant.
So I decided to use snow to represent the “cool” part in the quote,
rain droplets as melted snow to
give it an added effect, and an elephant holding the umbrella for the
dog to represent “kind”. Rather
than using three main images to
represent the overall theme, I chose
one image (the elephant) to centralize the point of this poster as the
other two helped the underlying
themes in the quote.
I highly encourage those who
aren’t quite sure of this course to
take it as it can open up paths for
anyone, and I can’t stress that
enough to those who aren’t sure of
where to start. Let this opportunity
be the start of a dream you might
want to fulfill one day.

NDHS CAPITAL OUTLAY CUT ALMOST IN HALF BY
THE STATE
New Dimensions received the news that its Capital Outlay funds would be cut by
over $80,000 on July 2 in an email memo sent to all Charter Schools in Florida.
(Capital Outlay is money the state gives schools to pay for construction, renovations, pay for building mortgages, portable leases, etc.) In this memo, the DOE
Assistant Deputy Commissioner, Suzanne Pridgeon indicated the Legislators
revised the methodology of allocations for capital outlay. This was revised by
section 14 of chapter 2016-237, Laws of Florida, “removing priority funding to
schools operating in the 2005-06 fiscal year. Beginning in 2016-17, charter
schools will receive a weight of 1.0 per full-time equivalent (FTE) student, with
an additional weight for schools that meet one or both of the following criteria:
75% or more of the school’s students are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch
or 25% or more of the school’s students are students with disabilities.”
Because New Dimensions HS, somewhere, somehow, became a ‘priority’ school
designation, we no longer receive the funding per FTE we have always received
since 1998. Even though the state’s capital outlay allocation increased $20 million from last year’s allocation ($55 to $75 million), NDHS will receive only
$297/student as compared to $491/student—this equals $80,726 less in our capital outlay budget for facilities, assuming the same enrollment of students. Our
new construction project to replace our steel building and our music portable,
are now on hold. This impacts each student! Please contact our state Legislators
and voice your concerns: State Rep, Mike LaRosa—District 42 @ #407-891-2555
and Senator Darren Soto—District 14 @ #407-757-2749. Please make our voice
heard!

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL: CALLING ON ALL
PARENTS AND STUDENTS!
The School Advisory Council (SAC) is a wonderful avenue for you to become involved in your student’s academic life. The October meeting will be held October 25, s016. The November 15, 2016
SAC meeting will be to help parents prepare their student for their senior year at NDHS and for
college.
If you would like more information on the SAC, please call #407-870-9949 or visit our web page.
Please ask for Mrs. Rada Sosa.
Charter School Parent Liaison for New Dimensions High school is:
Ryan Adams #407-8704600

TIGER TUTORING
Tiger Tutoring is available on Thursday afternoons
from 4:00-5:00pm. It is a free after school resource
for all New Dimensions High School students. If you
need help with a particular problem or need someone
to help you study for a test, please contact Mrs. Arguelles for assistance.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
The goal of Student Government is to motivate students to get involved with
their school culture by giving them a voice in its extracurricular activities. Class
officers and club representatives work side by side with staff and administration
in cultivating a healthy and active school environment. We are currently involved with elections for all Freshmen class officers. Members of Student Government are expected to be active students as well as active participants and
involvement with the government requires at least a 2.0 GPA (3.0 for officers) and no referrals. Please see Mr. Parrillia for more information.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
At New Dimensions, we participate in the time-honored tradition of National Honor
Society. This prestigious organization requires students to achieve and maintain a
3.5 weighted GPA, as well as participate wholeheartedly in helping the community
through volunteerism. Students who qualify will be sent an application for the organization. After a rigorous selection process through student-run committees, the
next generation of leaders in community service are invited to become lifelong
members. This organization focuses on bettering local, as well as global communities through enthusiasm for academics, fundraising, and volunteering. Some of our
projects include collecting money and food for the homeless, as well as traveling the
state to assist with non-profit organizations. National Honor Society builds leaders
of the community. If you are interested in supporting these altruistic students,
please contact Ms. Torrence at torrence@newdimensionshs.com.
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SENIOR SUCCESS INITIATIVE
New Dimensions High School has instituted a successful and very beneficial
program, for a third year, designed to address the needs of Seniors as they prepare to graduate and enter college. Miss Dubin is leading this course, the Senior Success Initiative. This course is a required course for all NDHS seniors.
Students will not only be working on their Senior Project, they will also be working on SAT and ACT preparation, meeting with college representative, and
many other important and exciting activities.
If you are interested in a particular visitation from a college representative,
please see Miss Dubin. In addition, Miss Dubin can help students with the SAT
and ACT vouchers as well as the college application vouchers.
Please watch your emails for the Daily Dubin for up-to-date information!

INTERACT COMMUNITY SERVICE
Service Learning
Builds Better
Friendships and
Goodwill

Our students are our future!

Hats off to
our NDHS
InterAct
Club members who
served the homeless at New Beginnings Thrift Store in the Four Corners area!
Students Team Leader Jessica Jamuna, Lillie Josefek, Nadira Dhanraj, Tainayri
Jordan, Matthew Young, , Abigail Vega, and Roberto Sandaval set up tents, tables
and prepared the area for the meal and performed whatever tasks needed to be
done with a sense of determination and selflessness.
There was work to be done in the thrift store, too! Students organized the clothes
closet, the main thrift store shop, cleaned up the debris in the yard and assisted the
visitors to obtain their meals and donations of food and clothing.
During their volunteering, the students came across a beautiful framed picture of a tiger, our NDHS mascot. They organized themselves to divide the cost to purchase the artwork in order to present it to the
NDHS Directors Dr. Christina Cafiero and Dr. Jacqueline Grimm.
One of the members of the Rotary Club of Celebration, the sponsoring
club, overheard the conversation to purchase the artwork, and much to
our surprise made arrangements with the Thrift Store to donate the
picture to NDHS.
The head of the Thrift Store overheard that conversation and remarked
that he had heard so many great compliments about the NDHS students
during that morning while they were volunteering, that he wanted to
donate a second tiger picture to the students! The highest compliment
paid to the students came from the event coordinator, Ms. Amy, who
commented that she hopes that the students would volunteer again
since she had never seen teenagers who asked what else needed to be
done when they had finished their assigned task and that no job was
too large for them to tackle.
Way to go, team InterAct! What you put out in the world will come
back to you.
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OUT-OF-FIELD TEACHER REPORT
NEW DIMENSIONS
HIGH SCHOOL

The mission of New Dimensions High School is that
learning is participatory, involving hope, curiosity, and
commitment so that action
becomes a legitimate result of
learning.

To be " highly qualified," teachers in core academic subjects must be fully certificated by the state, hold a bachelor's or higher degree from an accredited or
approved institution, and demonstrate subject matter competency for each core
academic subject assigned.
Teachers must major and take subject content courses as required by the Florida Department of Education and have a passing score on Florida subject area
examinations, or hold advanced certificates. Teachers of multiple subjects must
be "highly qualified" in each of their core subject teaching areas.
New Dimensions High School is proud to inform you that all its teachers but
two are Highly Qualified. In order to be considered highly qualified, Mrs. Torrence, our Language Arts teacher, is currently working on her Florida ESOL
endorsement.

SPORTS NEWS AND INFORMATION
We encourage all students to participate in Interscholastic Sports as part of their
school, academic, and lifelong resume. Research shows that students who participate
in school sports are more successful in life. The following our the objectives of our athletic department.

New Dimensions
High School
4900 Old Pleasant Hill Road
Kissimmee, FL 34759

Phone: 407-870-9949
Fax: 407-870-8976
Web Site:
www.NewDimensionsHS.com
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To teach the concept of teamwork



To develop good sportsmanship



To enhance the interactions and skills of each student athlete



To teach students how to be successful in life through preparation
and hard work



To develop desirable health habits

Sports Physical for Athletics: ALL students must have a current year sports physical on file in order to participate in any athletic program at NDHS. Currently we have
an arrangement with a local Clinic that will perform the sports physicals for $15 and
donate the money to our athletic department. Please see Mr. Toy for more information.
The documentation forms for the required FHSAA sports physical and the other required forms shown below can be found on our school website under the Link for
ATHLETICS: www.NewDimensionsHS.com/Athletic_Forms.html
Athletic Sports’ Fee: The fee for students to play sports at NDHS is an annual fee to
help cover costs associated with having an athletic program. The 2016-2017 athletic
sports fee is a one-time fee for the year of $50 for as many sports as the student athlete
chooses to participate in. There is a cap of $100 for families with more than two children at the school participating in FHSAA sports. Please see our Athletic Director, Mr.
Toy, regarding sports fees.
Sports Accident Insurance. NDHS requires all students who participate in interscholastic sports to have proof of personal insurance coverage or obtain the 24/7 Accident Coverage that is offered though School Insurance of Florida. This was provided in
student first day packets, but we still have some pamphlets available. The cost of this
insurance for the duration of the school year and through the summer is approximately $45 at this time. The insurance can be obtained by contacting School Insurance of
Florida at P. O. Box 784268, Winter Garden, FL 34778-4628 or calling #407-7980290.

UPCOMING SEASON START DATES:
Boys Soccer - Tryouts start the October 17th and 1st game is Nov. 10
Girls Soccer - Tryouts October 10th and 1st game Nov. 1
Basketball - Tryouts start Oct 31st and 1st game is Dec 12

CLUBS & SPONSORS
Art Club….Lynn
Athletic Director...Toy
Basketball Varsity …Vargas

Girls Weightlifting - Tryouts start Oct 17th and first meet is TBD

Business Partner Liaison…
Sosa

NEW DIMENSIONS HIGH SCHOOL SPECTATOR
EXPECTATIONS

Chamber Choir ...Holloway
Chamber of Commerce …
Dubin



Respect athletes, coaches, officials and fellow spectators.



Refrain from taunting, booing, heckling and the use of profanity.



Respect the decisions made by contest officials.

Debate Team ….Marrillia



Attendance at athletic contests is not a license to be obnoxious or
to verbally abuse others.

Dreamers & Doers ...
Timmerman & Dubin



Leaving a contest prior to its conclusion, with expectations of returning, is not permitted.

Environmental Club...
Arguelles

SPORTS OFFERED AT NEW DIMENSIONS IN 20162017:


Girls Volleyball



Girls & Boys Soccer



Boys Varsity Basketball



Girls & Boys Weightlifting



Boys and Girls Track and Field



Girls Tennis



Boys & Girls Cross Country

Cross Country … Senter & Bonilla
Dance ...Lynn

Golf Tournament…..
Decker, Sosa, Marrillia,
Arguelles
History Bowl….

Interact Club... Timmerman
& Dubin
International Club...
Torres & Parrella
National Honor Society….
Torrence

PLEASE HELP US CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVE
Please visit our website at www.NewDimensionHS.com and complete the
parent survey. Click on the link to the survey from the home page. We greatly
appreciate your support. Together we can make NDHS the best school in the
District!!

Parrella
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CLUBS AT NDHS
NDHS Student Government
NDHS Student Government has been reorganized in an effort to make sure that all club
and class representatives are equality recognized. The Senior Class is represented by
Amanda Aldan as president and Jazmin Perez
as Vice president. The Junior Class officers are
Sebastian Valenzuela as President and Ellianne
Roman as Vice President. The Sophomore Class
officers are President, Olivia Mesidor and Vice
President Starsha Ancion. The Freshman class
campaign will begin on September 2, 2016.
May the best person win!
In addition to the class officers, each club and
class will submit activity requests to the Student Government sponsor, Mr. Parrella for
approval by the administration. This year, Ms.
Marrillia, Mr. Armstrong, Ms. Torrence, Mr.
Toy, Mrs. Arguelles, and Ms. Bonilla will sponsor Grad Night. The prom sponsor is Ms. Bonilla and will be held on May 6, 2016. Mr. Armstrong will sponsor the Homecoming events.
Mr. Holloway will be our sponsor for the Special Olympics.
Many thanks for our teachers and the many
extra hours they volunteer to make each event a
success!

InterAct Club
InterAct Club members are serving their community this weekend by feeding the homeless
and by cleaning up Poinciana. InterAct Club is
75 members strong and is accepting new mem-

bers.
If you would like to have some “serious fun”
and earn volunteer hours, please contact Miss
Dubin in Room 301 in the gym or Mr. Timmerman in Room 407.

Senior Project
Senior Project is designed to help students
determine their chosen career path. Seniors in
this class are busy conducting research, interviewing someone in the career field, and preparing for the real world.
Plan ahead like these seniors and begin thinking about your future!

CLUBS & SPONSORS
CONTINUED...
Ryla …. Timmerman & Dubin
Stop Bullying Committee….
Dubin, Torrence, Finnucan
Student Council/Gov't...
Parrella
Student of the Month ...Sosa &
Sanchez
Tennis …Torrence
Tiger Tutoring …..Arguelles
Track & Field….Senter & Marrillia
Volleyball….Finnucan

Leadership

Basketball … Vargas

Leadership Class is studying the 7 Habits of
Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey. This
book gives teens a guide to handling the challenges of their lives in the real world and a new
philosophy to improve their self- image.

Weight Lifting … Arguelles & Parrella

Students are already leading class discussions
and employing graphic organizers to enhance
their understanding of the critical concepts
presented in this course.

Soccer … Senter & Bonilla
Yearbook …Marrillia

They are fast becoming the leaders of tomorrow!

“The Interact Club encourages NDHS students to become involved with our
community.”
STUDENT & PARENT RESOURCES
PROGRESS REPORTS
Be on the lookout for mid-term Student Progress Reports which went home September 14 . Contact your child’s teacher if you should see anything that is a concern.
If you want real time access to grades and grade book messaging to teachers, please
register for FOCUS to send your child’s teacher a message of check grades at any
time.

FOCUS
We encourage all parents to take advantage of our online grade book and communication tool. Parents may access their child’s grades at any time through FOCUS. All
students have FOCUS accounts and we hope that all parents see the advantages of
registering for an FOCUS account as well. Many teachers require it. In addition, all
students have an NDHS email account.

TIGER TUTORING
Parents, please encourage your child to take advantage of our Tiger Tutoring on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 – 5:00pm. Ms. Arguelles is the coordinator if
you need more information. Student volunteers, who are strong in a particular academic discipline, stay after school to help fellow students struggling in their classes
or who just need some extra help. Tiger Tutoring meets in the Cafeteria.
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