New Dimensions High School
4900 Old Pleasant Hill Rd
Kissimmee, FL 34759

NDHS PARENT
OPEN HOUSE

January 12, 2015
Volume 16, Issue II

Tuesday, April 7, 2015

Tiger News

NDHS RECEIVES “A” GRADE FOR THE FOURTH YEAR
IN A ROW
New Dimensions High School is very proud of all the hard work of its
students and teachers! As you may have heard, Florida high schools
are assigned a grade based 50%upon student achievement and learning gains data from state assessments and 50%upon several other
components. School grades communicate to the public how well a
school is(1) performing relative to state standards,(2) encouraging its
students to participate and succeed in accelerated courseofferings,(3)
graduating its students, and (4) preparing its students for postsecondary education. High school grades are calculated based on annual
learning gains of each student toward achievement of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards, the progress of the lowest quartile
of students, the meeting of performance standards, the graduation rate
of all students and those identified as academically at risk, the participation and performance of students in accelerated coursework, and
the postsecondary readiness of students. For more information on the
components used in high school grades, see the guide sheet at http://
schoolgrades.fldoe.org/pdf/1314/Guidesheet2014SchoolGrades.pdf.

6:00—8:00 PM


Visit Students’ Teachers



Hotdog, Snacks, & Drinks
Fund Raiser!

We look forward to having an
opportunity to meet you and
your family.
Thank you for your support!
NDHS 6TH ANNUAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, May 9, 2015
8:00—12:00
Please visit our web page for
more information! Thank you
for supporting NDHS!
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NEW DIMENSIONS WELCOMES OUR NEW
TEACHERS
Dennowetha Demesmin has the pleasure of being your child(ren)’s Spanish teacher this school
year (2014-15) at New Dimensions High School. She believes this opportunity to teach, inspire,
and assist her new students at NDHS is an exciting prospect. She has taught Spanish for seven
years and fell in love with both the language and people only after her first year of studying it herself. Mrs. Demesmin is a multilingual teacher certified in Spanish k-12 who speaks six (6) languages: fluent English (1 of my 2 native languages), fluent Haitian-Creole (1 of my 2 native languages), fluent Spanish, intermediate Brazilian-Portuguese, intermediate French, and basic Mandarin-Chinese. She also aspires to learn American Sign Language, Tagalog, and German within the
next few years. She is an honors graduate and product of the University of Central Florida. There
she earned a B.A. in Spanish and a B.S. in Foreign Language Education. Mrs. Demesmin also aspires to ultimately earn a masters and a doctorate degree in Spanish.
Deepak Shivraman was born in India, raised in the United Kingdom, and moved to the US in
the 80s’ to pursue his dream of playing professional soccer. Mr. Shivraman played professionally
for ten years until career ending injuries halted his soccer career. He then pursued coaching and
teaching and soon realized that is true passion was teaching. Mr. Shivraman has been teaching
Social Studies for 15 years and has a Masters in Educational Leadership. Mr. Shivraman had a
successful teaching career in Detroit, where within 7 years, his passion and hard work earned him
the Michigan Teacher of The Year Finalist recognition. In addition, to teaching, he coached high
school and club soccer for over 24 years. He also earned multiple "Coach of the Year" recognitions
in the college ranks. He successfully built up a nationally recognized soccer program at Schoolcraft
College, where he was the head coach from 2006 to 20014.

NDHS BELIEVES
New Dimensions High
School Beliefs:



Every student can be
successful



Everyone is a lifelong
learner



Every student can exceed expectations



Every student is capable
of obtaining and applying knowledge



Everyone is capable of
fulfilling his or her lifelong dreams
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Mrs. Betsy Ruiz was born and raised in Puerto Rico. She graduated from Rafael Rocca High
School in Naguabo, P.R. After she finished High School, she attended Turabo University in
Caguas, P.R. and graduated with a BA in Natural Science with a Major in Biology. In 2008 Mrs.
Ruiz started her career as a Biologist with The Natural Resource Dept. in P.R. for two years. After
that, she decided to become a Science Teacher. She worked at Pedro Falu High School in Rio
Grande, P.R.
Mrs. Ruiz has a strong passion for teaching. Her goal is to help the students increase their scientific knowledge by combining discipline plan with effective measures and various lesson plans to
increase concentration, participation and progress student accountability. Mrs. Ruiz was born and
raised in Puerto Rico. She graduated from Rafael Rocca High School in Naguabo, P.R. After she
finished High School, she attended Turabo University in Caguas, P.R. and graduated with a BA in
Natural Science with a Major in Biology. Mrs. Ruiz has a strong passion for teaching. Her goal is to
help the students increase their scientific knowledge by combining discipline plan with effective
measures and various lesson plans to increase concentration, participation and progress student
accountability. She is passionate about all of the sciences and hopes to instill that passion in her
students through the hands-on learning approach which includes activity-, project-, and problembased learning. She hopes to teach her students that education is important and relevant to their
lives and their future. Currently she is teaching Anatomy and Biomedical Science through Project
Lead the Way (PLTW). For more information on the PLTW, please visit http://www.pltw.org/.

New Dimensions High School
welcomes our new teachers!
We look forward to a terrific year!

NDHS MATH DEPARTMENT SHINES WITH
PROJECT BASED LEARNING
It is no secret that our NDHS Math Department works very
hard to teach our students to shine and persevere in the
challenges of school academia, such as Math. This falls Algebra 2 course taught by Ms. Lynn showcases just a hint of
the capabilities and enjoyment our students find in practicing their Math skills. The Polynomials unit was assessed in
an alternate form for Ms. Lynn’s Algebra 2 students. Students created their own Polynomial board games which
really ignited a love for learning and growth with one another in their pursuit of knowledge. Students were
asked to solve numerous questions pertaining to
Polynomials to prove their understanding and advance in the board game. The students really
showed great enthusiasm, support for one another,
and engagement, as well as, excellent creativity in
their master piece board games. Nice job NDHS
Math faculty and students!

“Math students shine and
persevere”
SCIENCE CLASSES ROCK
Ms. Arguelles’ students are working hard on different activities
such as the analysis of scientific
articles in all the classes. Once
students analyze the articles they
write comparative essays
about them as practice for the
new State assessments. The Biology students have been working
hard doing a movie analysis
of the Lorax - a movie about environmental problems. They are
also working on doing dissections
of flowers and rats as parts of the
preparations for the Biology End
of Course Exam (EOC). In zoology class, students are working
on performing different dissections depending on the animals
being discussed in the class room.

Students are expected to present
oral reports about an animal of
their choice after researching that
animal’s characteristics, adaptations to the environment, and
their habitats. Each research paper includes comparing the differences between the phylum
groups. The winter EOC exam
results are a great indication of
hard work paying off!
NDHS Biology students
had an 87% pass rate on
State End of Course
Exam taken in December. This rate exceeded
almost all other schools
in the District.
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ATHLETIC NEWS
Sports Offered at New Dimensions in 2014-2015: NDHS has Girls Volleyball, Girls Soccer, Boys
Soccer, Boys Junior Varsity Basketball, Boys Varsity Basketball, Girls Weightlifting, Boys and Girls Track
and Field, Girls Tennis and
NDHS Girls Weightlifting (grades 9-12) begins 11/17: Girls weightlifting is brand new at NDHS
this year replacing basketball. The girls’ weightlifting season and tryouts began Monday, November 17,
2014. See Ms. Arguelles for additional information. See Ms. Arguelles for more information.
NDHS Boys Varsity and Junior Varsity Basketball (grades 9-12) begins 11/3: The boys’ basketball season and tryouts begin Monday, November
3, 2014. Conditioning is scheduled to soon start taking place a couple days a
week (likely Monday and Friday) after school until the basketball season begins coordinating with the cross country team’s running/conditioning/
polymeric practice days. The new Varsity Basketball coach for the Boys’ basketball teams, both Varsity and Junior Varsity, is Mr. Alex Vargas. WELCOME!
Big win for NDHS Girl's Soccer Team 4-3 win against Cornerstone Academy!! Goals by Joanna, Mimi, Jamilyne and the
winning goal by Guerlande! December 18, 2014 was an extremely happy day for the team! Thank you Coach Decker!

CLUB NEWS
Alea Yearwood and James Persaud were crowned Queen and King of the first NDHS Winter Formal! The
dance was sponsored by the Sophomore class December 12, 2014. Everyone agreed that the dance was a
huge success. We look forward to the February, Valentine’s Day Dance! Thank you Sophomore Class!
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OUT-OF-FIELD TEACHER REPORT
NEW DIMENSIONS HIGH
SCHOOL

The mission of New Dimensions High School is that
learning is participatory, involving hope, curiosity, and
commitment so that action
becomes a legitimate result of
learning.

To be " highly qualified," teachers in core academic subjects must be fully certificated by
the state, hold a bachelor's or higher degree from an accredited or approved institution,
and demonstrate subject matter competency for each core academic subject assigned.
Teachers must major and take subject content courses as required by the Florida Department of Education and have a passing score on Florida subject area examinations, or hold
advanced certificates. Teachers of multiple subjects must be "highly qualified" in each of
their core subject teaching areas.
New Dimensions High School is proud to inform you that all its teachers but four are
Highly Qualified. In order to be considered highly qualified, Ms. Torrence, our Language
Arts teacher, is currently working on her Florida ESOL and Gifted endorsement; Ms.
Finnucan is currently working on her Health endorsement; Ms. Zulma Arguelles is working on her ESE endorsement; and Mrs. Mills is working on her ESOL endorsement.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY VISITS USF
December 20, 2014, New Dimensions High School students , along with Mrs. Rada Sosa, departed the Kissimmee train station, and traveled from Kissimmee to Tampa by train, then caught
a bus from the train station to the University of South Florida. There, students were greeted by
the USF ambassadors. Students were taken on a very informative tour of the campus allowing
students the opportunity to ask questions and receive first-hand advice about campus life and the
college process. Students had a wonderful time. Thank you Mrs. Sosa!

New Dimensions High School
4900 Old Pleasant Hill Road
Kissimmee, FL 34759

Phone: 407-870-9949
Fax: 407-870-8976
Web Site:
www.NewDimensionsHS.com
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PLEASE HELP US PROMOTE GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP
SPECTATOR EXPECTATIONS

CLUBS & SPONSORS
Art Club….Lynn



Respect athletes, coaches, officials and fellow spectators.

Athletic Dir...Timmerman



Refrain from taunting, booing, keckling and the use of profanity.

Baseball….Decker



Respect decisions made by contest officials.



Attendance at athletic contests is not a license to be obnoxious or to
verbally abuse others.



Leaving a contest prior to its conclusion, with expectations of returning, is not permitted.

Anyone, at anytime, who is attending one of our sporting
events and whose actions are not promoting good sportsmanship will be asked to leave the venue.

Basketball Varsity …Vargas
Basketball JV….Vargas
Book Club ….Mills
Business Partner Liaison…
Sosa
Chamber Choir ...Decker
Chamber of Commerce …
Barrett, Dubin & Lynn
Chess Club...Barrett
Cross Country … Timmerman,
& Decker
Dance ...Lynn
Dreamers & Doers ...
Timmerman & Dubin
Environmental Club...
Arguelles
Film Club...Parrella

STUDENT & PARENT RESOURCES
PROGRESS REPORTS
Be on the lookout for mid-term Student Progress Reports coming home on
Wednesday, February 18, 2015. Contact your child’s teacher if you should
see anything that is a concern. If you want real time access to grades and
grade book messaging to teachers, please register for ENGRADE to send
your child’s teacher a message of check grades at any time.
ENGRADE
We encourage all parents to take advantage of our online grade book and
communication tool. Parents may access their child’s grades at any time
through ENGRADE. All students have ENGRADE accounts and we hope
that all parents see the advantages of registering for an ENGRADE account
as well. Many teachers require it. Parents with more than one child attending NDHS only need one account, but need a unique access code for each
child.
TIGER TUTORING
Parents, please encourage your child to take advantage of our Tiger Tutoring on Thursdays from 4:00 – 5:00pm. Ms. Arguelles is the coordinator if
you need more information. Student volunteers, who are strong in a particular academic discipline, stay after school to help fellow students struggling in their classes or who just need some extra help. Tiger Tutoring
meets in the Cafeteria.
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Freshman Class ….
Mills
Golf Tournament…..
Decker, Lynn,
Arguelles, Bermudez & Sosa
History Bowl….

Parrella

Interact Club...
Timmerman & Dubin
International Club...
Parrella & Torres
Junior Class….Torrence
National Honor Society….
Torrence

CLUBS & SPONSORS
CONTINUED...

Ryla …. Timmerman&Dubin
Senior Class ….Dubin &
Parrella
Sophomore Class...
Decker & Torres
Stop Bullying Committee….
Dubin, Torrence,
Finnucan &
Rodriguez
Student Council/Gov't…….
Parrella, &
Finnucan

BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS & BOOSTER CLUB
MEMBERSHIPS NEEDED
Parents, if you have a business or work in a business that partners with local
schools or sports and would be willing to start a business partnership with
NDHS or our school Athletic Booster Club, please contact Dr. Grimm (school
sponsor) or Mr. Timmerman (Athletic Booster Club sponsor). Some potential
benefits (depending on the level of sponsorship) include: business name advertisement on our NDHS website with an active business website link, business card size ad space in our yearbook and future newsletters, and wall space
in our gym for a business provided banner.

PLEASE HELP US CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVE
Please visit our website at www.NewDimensionHS.com and complete
the parent survey. Click on the link to the survey from the home page. We
greatly appreciate your support. Together we can make NDHS the best
school in the District!!

FORIDA’S NEW STUDENT ASSESSMENT TOOL

Student & Athlete of the
Month….
Timmerman,
Sanchez & Sosa
Tennis …T. Martinez
Tiger Tutoring …..
Arguelles
Track & Field….Decker
Volleyball….Rodriguez &
Finnucan
Yearbook & Newsletter …
Sosa

With Students As Top Priority, Florida Chooses Replacement for FCAT!
 Florida’s new assessment tool will assess student progress on
new Florida Standards
 Parents and students, please visit the Student and Parent Resources link at: http://fsassessments.org/resources/?section=1students-and-parents . Students can access training tests and answer keys to practice before they take these tests this Spring.

All students will be required to bring headphones or
ear buds as the new FSA test has text-to-speech components. Calculators will be provided.

Please help NDHS raise
money by signing at:
https://smile.amazon.com/
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