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Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 15 year old Will has just witnessed his brother get shot and 

killed.  In his neighborhood, you don’t snitch- you get revenge. And that’s just what he’s about to 

do.  In this novel, the majority of which takes place over the course of 60 seconds, Will gets on an 

elevator intent on shooting the man who killed his brother.  But, as the ghosts of the past visit him 

along the ride, Will begins to question whether or not he should go through with what he set out to do. 

 

  
Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson Jade thinks that she has to get out of her neighborhood if she 

ever wants to make something of herself. With her mother’s support, she takes any opportunity that 

comes her way. But some opportunities feel more demeaning than helpful. As a student in a Women to 

Women mentoring program, Jade realizes that she doesn’t need support from these “mentors” and that 

she just might be able to show these women a thing or two about the real world and about how to make 

a real difference. Friendships, race, privilege, identity—this thoughtful story explores real issues young 

women face. 
 

 
The Power of One: A Novel by Bryce Courtenay In 1939, as Hitler casts his enormous, cruel 

shadow across the world, the seeds of apartheid take root in South Africa. There, a boy called Peekay 

is born. His childhood is marked by humiliation and abandonment, yet he vows to survive and 

conceives heroic dreams–which are nothing compared to what life actually has in store for him. He 

embarks on an epic journey through a land of tribal superstition and modern prejudice where he will 

learn the power of words, the power to transform lives, and the power of one. 

http://www.osceolalibrary.org/
https://mypclc.org/client/en_US/mypclc
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The House of Salt and Sorrow by Erin A. Craig  Annaleigh lives a sheltered life at Highmoor, a 

manor by the sea, with her sisters, their father, and stepmother. Once there were twelve, but loneliness 

fills the grand halls now that four of the girls' lives have been cut short. Each death was more tragic 

than the last—the plague, a plummeting fall, a drowning, a slippery plunge—and there are whispers 

throughout the surrounding villages that the family is cursed by the gods. 

 

Disturbed by a series of ghostly visions, Annaleigh becomes increasingly suspicious that the deaths 

were no accidents. Her sisters have been sneaking out every night to attend glittering balls, dancing 

until dawn in silk gowns and shimmering slippers, and Annaleigh isn't sure whether to try to stop them 

or to join their forbidden trysts. Because who—or what—are they really dancing with? 

 

When Annaleigh's involvement with a mysterious stranger who has secrets of his own intensifies, it's a 

race to unravel the darkness that has fallen over her family—before it claims her next.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving In the summer of 1953, two 11-year-old boys – best 

friends – are playing in a Little League baseball game in Gravesend, New Hampshire. One of the boys 

hits a foul ball that kills the other boy's mother. The boy who hits the ball doesn't believe in accidents; 

Owen Meany believes he is God's instrument. What happens to Owen after that 1953 foul ball is 

extraordinary and terrifying.  
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Ready Player One by Ernest Cline  In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage 

Wade Watts really feels alive is when he’s jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade’s 

devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world’s digital confines—puzzles that are 

based on their creator’s obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power 

and fortune to whoever can unlock them.  

But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take 

this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade’s going to survive, he’ll have to win—and confront the 

real world he’s always been so desperate to escape. 

 

 

 

 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 

One teenager in a skirt. 

One teenager with a lighter. 

One moment that changes both of their lives forever. 

If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high school students 

from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited different 

worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. 

Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, 

their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a 

single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing 

life imprisonment.  The 57 Bus is Dashka Slater's true account of the case that garnered international 

attention and thrust both teenagers into the spotlight. 
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Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals  In this compelling autobiographical account by one of the 

Civil Rights Movement’s most powerful figures, Beals explores not only the power of racism, but also the ideas 

of justice and identity. 

 

In 1957, well before Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, Melba Pattillo Beals and eight other 

teenagers became iconic symbols for the Civil Rights Movement and the dismantling of Jim Crow in the 

American South as they integrated Little Rock’s Central High School in the wake of the landmark 1954 

Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. Board of Education. 

 

Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates and their parents, threatened by a 

lynch mob’s rope, attacked with lighted sticks of dynamite, and injured by acid sprayed in her eyes. But through 

it all, she acted with dignity and courage, and refused to back down. 

 

Warriors Don’t Cry is, at times, a difficult but necessary reminder of the valuable lessons we can learn from our 

nation’s past. It is a story of courage and the bravery of a handful of young, black students who used their voices 

to influence change during a turbulent time. 
 

 

 

 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson   Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson 

always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 

African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing 

awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and 

emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the world. 

Woodson's eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the 

fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, 

creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 
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